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With various devastating conflicts occurring around the world in the past decade, we are currently 
witnessing the worst forced displacement crisis since World War Two. Many of the displaced people 
seek refuge outside their home countries, mainly in countries neighbouring their own. However, 
Europe has welcomed an increasing number of refugees – individuals who have fled their own 
country and who are unable to return due to fear of persecution. The UK has welcomed an 
increasing numbers of Syrians since the start of the Syrian civil war in early 2011. Syrians arrived in 
the UK either through the UK Government’s Syrian Vulnerable Person Resettlement (VPR) 
Programme, which up until September 2018 has resettled nearly 14,000 people, or independently 
and claimed asylum in the UK – over 11,000 people did so by September 2018 (Refugee Council, 
2019). 
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